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Question 1

All these verbs, except for one in the list, collocate with a joke. You can say tell a joke but can you say take a joke? Which is the odd word out in each list?
a) tell
go
make
crack
have

b) get
take
play
share
put

Now complete the sentences below with a verb (or verbs) from the lists above. More than one answer is possible in some.
c) The comedian _____________ a really funny joke.

d) Why are you laughing? Come on, you two, ______________  the joke.

e) The boys are always ______________ practical jokes on their sister.

f) I’m afraid I didn’t ______________ the joke. Can you tell it to me again?

g) Paul can’t ______________  a joke. If you laugh at him he gets very angry.

h) Learning in my class is great. We get on very well. We __________ a laugh and a joke all the time.

Question 2
Match the sentences in A with the sentences in B. The sentences in B should follow on from the sentences in A. The sentences in B all contain idioms with joke.

A 

1) Stop being silly now. Let’s do some work.

2) She looks really funny in that dress in her new video.

3) She has put salt in my coffee again! I’m really angry.

4) At work, nobody takes Benny seriously. They laugh at him all the time.

5) Ha ha! You laughed when I said I could run the marathon and bet me £200 that I couldn’t do it. But I won.

6) I just told my boss you could keep your stupid job!

B

a) You must be joking!

b) The joke’s on you now.

c) It’s got beyond a joke.

d) He’s a bit of a joke really.

e) Joking aside, though, she is an excellent singer.

f) I suppose that is her idea of a joke.

Question 3
Read the article http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_humour and answer the following questions in your own words:

a) Define „British humour”

b) List the themes of British humour and provide a definition for each one in your own words.

Question 4
Watch the following extracts and state the type of British humour it is (see Question 4 b). Give reasons for your answer:
a) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anwy2MPT5RE
b) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_gN7zlpnz8
c) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRwXrcz-F9M
d) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDKF8KkD7rE
e) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91NmC7Jppzg
Question 5
Write a funny caption in English for the following cartoon.
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